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also was almost boisterous in denouncing the very
idea. He impressed upon him the importance of his
continuing at that crisis. He had not been President
long enough to establish precedents for the new
Nation. There were many volatile incidents which,
if treated with less judgment than his, might do
grievous harm. One wonders how sincere all the en-
treaties to Washington were, but one cannot doubt
that the great majority of the country was perfectly
sincere in wishing to have him continue; for it had
sunk deep into the hearts of Americans that Wash-
ington was himself a party, a policy, an ideal above
all the rest. And when the election was held in the
autumn of 1792, he was reflected by the equivalent
of a unanimous vote.ffect him. But he was mistaken.
